
 When my college roommate went into the Army after our junior year, his first stop, of course, was basic 
training.  Perhaps one of you know where that was held.  Maybe South Carolina?  Anyway, what sticks in my mind 
about it was the training plan his recruiter laid out.  Running, push-ups and other physical exercise figured 
prominently, as everyone knows well.  Hence, Matt went alone to the gym more often and with me to Taco Bell less.   
 But I also discovered something unexpected, and impressive.  I learned that the Army’s basic training then 
was organized by values.  Each week emphasized a core value- like loyalty or courage- so that by its end, the trainee 
wouldn’t only be more physically prepared to serve, but more familiar with the values that drove her service.   
 I know that makes some people nervous.  Basic Training, after all, takes a physical and mental toll on most 
recruits.  Breaking down a young person’s body and spirit before building them back up in the mold you want 
sounds to some like “brainwashing.”  But I don’t know.  Shared values are essential to effective team building, 
whether your team’s a business or cavalry core, right?  Thus, “brainwashing” goes too far for me.  Besides, people 
should probably discover whether they fully share the Army’s values before being shipped overseas and put at risk.   

The point is that I once thought military basic training was focused only on strength building and firearm 
accuracy.  I didn’t expect those activities to serve a deeper goal of character formation. 

Which brings me to Christian worship, obviously.  Many people consider worship its own reward, something 
basic and, therefore, meets no deeper goal.  John Calvin wrote, “The chief end of (humanity) is to glorify God and 
enjoy God forever,” and I agree in many respects.  What better response to God’s majestic love is there but, “Wow 
God…You’re amazing!” 

So worship is cool by itself.  But if it’s that important, shouldn’t it be more than a Sunday morning activity?  
Romans 12:1 says, “Present your bodies as living sacrifices holy and pleasing unto the Lord.  This is your spiritual 
act of worship.”  Translation: Our whole lives are (or can be…) worshipful, an ongoing “act of worship.” You ever 
think of loving your neighbor as worshipful?  As more than “doing good” or “serving God”, but also an attempt to 
praise God?  By loving someone for whom Jesus died with as much joy as you can muster? 

Sorry if that sounds too vague!  But I mention it so you’ll know how I think about Sunday morning worship.  
It’s both great for its own sake, and it’s basic training for our Monday-Saturday Christian lives.  At least, it can be.  
How we worship God on Sunday- the values we discern from scripture and prayer, the postures of praise we 
discover in song, the habits of forgiveness and invitation we nurture at the table- these might provide training for 
holy living the rest of the week. 

As such, it matters that we think creatively and consistently about how we worship.  It’s not enough to do 
what we’ve always done.  Unless what we’ve always done helps us “glorify and enjoy God” not only in the moment, 
but throughout our week.  Sunday is training day, y’all!  

So to help with that, I’ve spoken with Su (our Worship Director) about some experiments we’ll try over the 
summer.  We won’t do lots, all at once, changing everything!  That’s not helpful, since our hope is finding fresh ways 

to worship that will help us live more hospitably, compassionately and free.  Indeed, if you have some ideas, let us 
know.  If you have feedback, once we’ve tried something, let us know.  Remember that worship experiments aren’t 
the same thing as permanent changes.  So if it doesn’t work for us, then we’ll say, “Never mind!  We tried!”  And all 

shall be well. 
 In the end, though, I’m excited to grow with you in our worship life.  Which is the same thing as our 

Christian life.  I pray we’ll find new ways to be “holy and pleasing” to the God who we’re blessed to worship together 
in the first place! 

 
Grace and Peace, 

Shane 

 

THE MESSENGER July 2016 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



America, the Beautiful 

 

My deep belief in the separation of church and state 

makes it difficult for me to use patriotic music in a church 

service. As much as I love my country, I realize that folks 

in every land love their own countries. I think that's why 

"This is My Song" is my favorite "patriotic" song. That 

song recognizes that love of country isn't just an American 

tradition. Though our love for our country may be deep, 

citizens of other countries feel allegiance that is just as 

deep for their homelands. 

 

Likewise, as Christians, we are called to love our God 

above all else and to love our neighbors as ourselves. That 

ideal conjures up a world homeland and rainbows of 

neighbors, not just our block or city, or  

state, or country. 

 

Still, I can't help but be moved by patriotic music. 

Whether written in circumstances of fear, recognition of 

beauty, rejoicing in victory, or buoying for battle, the 

melodies tell stories and relive history.  

"America, the Beautiful," for example, was written by 

Katharine Bates in 1893. A professor at Wellesley College, 

she made a lecture trip to Colorado. At the close of the 

trip, the participants made the trek up to  

Pike's Peak halfway by horse-drawn carriage, and the rest 

of the way drawn by mules. The opening words of the 

song came to her at the summit. We can only imagine the 

beauty she beheld at that moment. The poem was  

published in 1895 and for a number of years the words 

were sung to any tune that fit their rhythm--most often, 

"Auld Lang Syne." The tune we  

know today, "Materna," was written in 1882 by Samuel 

Ward, an organist and choirmaster. (Source for this 

paragraph: Library of Congress) 

 

Ms. Bates wrote about everything her eyes could see. In 

this month when we Americans celebrate freedom, 

liberty, and love of country, let's not  

forget that God calls us to a wider vision. God calls us to 

be God-people, with hearts bigger than any one country 

can hold and eyes that see the whole of creation. 

 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

"10 Scriptures Every Christian Should Know" 

 

Please join us for a combined adult Sunday School 

class for the summer. Pastor Shane Isner will be 

teaching the combined class using the ten 

scriptures that he will be preaching from for those 

ten weeks.  The scripture for each 9:00 Sunday 

School lesson is the scripture to be used for the 

10:00 worship service message.  

 They are listed below: 

July 3- Galatians 5:1-6, 13-14- Real Freedom 

July 10- Matthew 25:31-46-The Least of These 

July 17- Luke 10:25-37- The Good Samaritan 

July 24- John 17:20-26- Prayer for Unity 

July 31- Luke 23:33-43- The Crucifixion 

August 7- Revelation 21:1-7- The End  

July 6th  

No Meal or Program  

July 13th  

 

 

 

 

Chicken Wings, Roasted Potatoes, Salad, Brownies, 

and Ice Cream. 

 

July 20th  

 

 

 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Potato Salad, Chips,  

and Watermelon. 

July 27th  

VBS– No Meal 

 

Catered by Dave Wheatcroft  



The Disciples Women met  in June at the home of 

Ann Hubbert.  Ann was the “Hostess with the 

Mostess” as she provided a delicious meal on fine 

china and welcomed us all so warmly.  Our bible 

study was led by Geri Johnson as we discussed” 

Martha – the organizer”.  It is quite a treat to have 

Pastor Geri give her insight on this story and lead us 

in discussion.    

Paula Combs also brought us the name of a young 

woman going through “boot camp” that needed 

prayers and words of encouragement.  We wrote 

notes to her and these were sent along with a card 

the following week. 

Our next gathering will be on August 8th at the home 

of Michelle Vilamaa with Fannie Ashley leading the 

study.  We’ll be studying about Martha’s sister Mary. 

There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board so 

that we have a number for our meals.  Please sign up 

and bring a friend! 

  

Bobbie Morris,  Disciples Women 

Attention all FCC Youth! We will be having a cook and 

cool out at church! 

Saturday, July 30th  11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

We will have a slip-n-slide, kickball, and more.  

Please let Jon Perdue or Pastor Shane know  

if you’re coming.  

 

 

Cave Quest VBS – Digging deep and discovering the 

light of Jesus is ALMOST here! 

  

Gear up for a great time singing, eating, crafts and 

games in an underground adventure! 

  

If you have not signed your children up,  

there are forms at the church and an on-line 

registration as well. 

  

Be like a bat and hang with us the week of  

Tuesday, July 26 through Friday July 29. 

  

Dinner will be served at 5:30, program 

begins at 6:00, and we will be finishing up 

at 7:30. 

  

Our volunteer Cave Crew is dynamite and solid as a 

rock, but we would still love to have you be a part 

of our group! If you love leading games…we still 

need someone to head up this station of fun! 

  

Thank you so much for sharing God’s love! 

Deborah Batson 
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